
  I joined Surbiton High School as Deputy Head of English at the start of 2014, having previously worked in a Surrey state 
school and a nearby independent school. I completed my PGCE at Oxford Brookes following an undergraduate degree in 
English Literature at Durham University.

Since joining Surbiton High School, I have been part of United Learning’s Middle Leader training programme, which has 
given me the opportunity to meet colleagues from across the Group. It is always helpful and reassuring to meet staff in the same role in 
different schools and United Learning provides an excellent mechanism for this. 

Through attending a United Learning conference on KS3 English marking, I had the pleasure of visiting William Hulme’s Grammar 
School in Manchester to meet colleagues, share best practice and also see some imaginative and innovative teaching. This kind of visit 
is particularly valuable because it provides the additional perspective of other Middle Leaders doing similar work. Whilst we have a very 
strong and inclusive staff body at Surbiton, it’s always beneficial to meet with others who teach your subject and discuss curriculum, 
marking, exam boards and the challenges we all face.

I was Head of Community Service at my last school and gained some valuable experience in line management, but the United Learning 
training has been particularly helpful in further developing my understanding in HR and the management of staff. 

When I joined Surbiton High School I found the induction process was helpful, supportive and gave me all the assistance I needed. The 
work-life balance provided by the job is a manageable one and it improves every year as my experience grows. You quickly learn what 
to expect at different points of the academic year and to live your life accordingly. The school itself is a positive and 
nurturing environment for both students and staff and I feel lucky to be surrounded by highly skilled colleagues. 

I have very much enjoyed my first two terms at Surbiton and feel privileged to work in an organisation that provides high 
quality professional development opportunities. 

Robyn Gladwyn - Deputy Head of English, Surbiton High School


